Retailers urged to cease the sale and distribution of ‘porn t-shirts’.

We, the undersigned, are opposed to the production, distribution and sale
of clothing, such as t-shirts, with highly sexualized adult images on them.
Clothing that depicts semi-naked women as willing and available for sex,
or as victims of violence, objectifies them and undermines equality and

respect for women.

Sexual harassment laws prevent unsolicited exposure to sexual material
in the workplace. However, these laws do not extend to the public space.
The general public, including children, are involuntarily confronted by
graphic sexual and even violent images and slogans on t-shirts. [ronically,
examples of the images worn in public spaces cannot be printed by the
media and have been removed from facebook due to their inappropriate

nature.

This clothing contributes to the sexualisation of children by reinforcing
the notion that their value is based on their sex appeal, as well as
imposing a limited, stereotypical, pornographic aesthetic in their
everyday lives. Research indicates that sexualisation is harmful to

children’s cognitive functioning, physical and mental health, sexuality

and beliefs.

Degrading sexual images are also known to act as triggers of distress for

victims of sexual assault and violence.

We call for an inquiry or review of the current legislation for regulating
offensive material in public. We call on clothing retailers to cease the sale
of clothing that degrades women by posing them in a highly sexualized

manner or as victims of violence.
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